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embraces the whole universe and so small that the point of
a needle cannot prick it. It is pare spirit, awareness without
any trace of multiplicity. It alone is the Reality. Dhanna-
kaya is void or sunya only in the sense in which Brahman is
nirguna or devoid of characteristics. As bodhi it dwells in
all and impels us to become Buddhas. It is called Prajfia-
paramita which is represented as a feminine divinity, the
Sakti of the Supreme, the power of manifestation inseparable
from that which manifests, Dhannakaya is the totality
of all things. Things appear separate because of our igno-
rance. The world we see is vijnana or a series of mental
states, according to the Yogacara school; it is unreal accord-
ing, to the Madhyamika doctrine.

The Absolute, Dhannakaya, is made manifest, by name
and form, to the dwellers in heaven as Sambhogakaya, the
body of bliss, the form in which the Buddhas appear in their
celestial homes, and to those on earth as Nirmanakaya. The
Buddha or the Buddhas are regarded as personal God,
ancient, omnipresent and omnipotent.. Even as Isvara is
looked upon as Visnu or Siva, so also the Sambhogakaya
may have many forms. The human life of the Buddha, the
discerner and teacher of the truth, is the manifestation of the
cosmic reality which reveals itself in countless other Buddhas,
his predecessors and successors, who are rulers of paradises
in other worlds. There is no question here of a unique
Buddha or a primordial Buddha. *It is impossible,' says
Asanga, 'that there should have been only one Buddha,
for then one alone among the bodhisattvas would reach
illumination to the exclusion of aU the rest.' Yet all the
Buddhas share the single Buddha-state, the Dhannakaya,
the pure wisdom in which the knower and the known are
identical. 'The waters of the rivers/ says Asanga, on the
analogy of a well-known verse of the Upanisads, 'appear
-separate because of the diversity of their beds, but once
they have re-entered the ocean they have only one bed, and
are only one mass of water.' So it is with the sages as soon
as they have penetrated into the common Buddha-state.